the faculty of the University of Minnesota, achieving the rank of full professor in 1970 and the distinction of regents' professor in 1990.
Paul garnered a number of fellowships and awards-among them, a year's leave at the Center for the Study of the History of Liberty in America (now the Warren Center) at Harvard, a Guggenheim fellowship, a National Humanities Center fellowship, and a senior Fulbright lectureship in Lagos, Nigeria. The last of these awards cemented his vision of public education as a transcultural enterprise.
Paul was a prolific scholar. His books, especially The Constitution in Crisis Times (1972, part States (1979) , reflected his "first loves" as well as his force of mind. He wrote dozens of book chapters, articles, essays, and reviews on subjects ranging from political parties to jurists, Native American rights, the Bill of Rights at various moments, freedom of the press, the so-called "Revolution of 1937," and, as a young scholar, water rights in the West. Paul Murphy, however, was more than the sum of his books, articles, and awards. He was one of the academy's best citizens. He donated much time and energy to the American Civil Liberties Union. He served as chair of the University of Minnesota's academic senate, sat on dozens of Ph.D. committees in several programs, and held myriad offices as a member of the Organization of American Historians, American Historical Association, and American Society for Legal History. At the time of his death, he was in his second year as president of the ASLH.
Two events shaped Paul's personal beliefs and his scholarly pursuits. The first was his disgust at the internment of Japanese-Americans, which he witnessed firsthand, and the other, while a student at Berkeley, was the demand that he sign a loyalty oath that he was not a member of the Communist Party. One of the reasons that he remained in Minnesota, even though he had countless opportunities to go elsewhere, was the state's (and university's) long-term identification with progressivism and liberalism. Few academics have so fully embodied the best elements of the American liberal tradition. He was a seeker after justice as well as freedom and equality, a student and custodian of the First Amendment (a sacred article in his personal constitution), and a champion of emancipatory uses of the modern nation-state.
In the classroom, Paul did not dispense truth, he facilitated learning. On the occasion of his induction in 1995 into the University of Minnesota's Teachers Hall of Fame, one of his students summed matters up nicely: "He really inspired us to think deeply about the subjects he taught and he brought those subjects alive and engaged us in the intellectual process." Because he feared tyrannical overreach of all kinds, he worked the lecture hall and the seminar room quietly, with seeming reticence and abundant modesty, often sketching the outlines of a field or problem and leaving it to the students to discover what might reside at the center. He insisted that they find the way themselves; Paul's job was to provide resources and new angles of vision. He refused to micromanage Ph.D. dissertations: students ran with their own ideas, often in very different directions from that of their mentor. As Paul once noted: "I've never wanted to have disciples; I wanted students to develop their own minds." He followed each student's career carefully, opening doors and keeping them open, writing long letters of recommendation, and making time for coffee and conversations. Paul was legendary as a teacher.
Not surprisingly, he had little time for laziness or lassitude. In an archive, he rivaled Sherlock Holmes, and, with undergraduates and advanced students alike, hammered home the importance of hard, patient spadework. He entered his library carrel before 8 A.M., buried himself in a new pile of books, and left only for classes, lunch, and office hours. It was an awe-inspiring example; it also expressed Paul's boundless faith in the future of scholarship and the human mind.
